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Trout anglers, canoeists and others who frequent Wisconsin'’s rivers
and streams need to be aware of changes to rules pertaining to access

along waterways that were enacted in the 2001 Wisconsin state budget
bill.

Effective Sept. 1, 2001, waterway users will, for the most part, have to
return to the old "keep your feet wet' test, as created by the
Wisconsin Supreme Court.

The new law allows users to exit the body of water, where necessary, to
bypass an obstruction. The bypass can involve areas up to the
ordinary high water mark and should be by the shortest route
possible. Under the new law, using the exposed shoreline for purposes
such as picnicking and sunbathing is not allowed.

Please Note: With the change, the access information included
on the back cover of the Guide to Wisconsin Hook and Line
Fishing Regulations, 2001-2002 is no longer correct.
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